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At the SGS Membership Meeting and 

Reunion held virtually May 22, 2021, 

the SGS nominating committee 

presented a slate of prospective 

officers to fill elected positions on the 

SGS Executive Board. If approved, 

the officers on this slate would begin 

their terms on Oct. 1, 2021. Among 

them was Lynda Simmons who has 

served as SGS president since being 

elected at the 2015 SGS Membership 

Meeting and Reunion in Abilene, 

Kansas. The membership voted to 

accept the slate of officers. 

 Since then, Simmons has been 

called to perform a service for her 

church that will demand so much of 

her time, she felt it necessary to step 

aside in order to allow someone to 

give the SGS presidency the time and 

attention it needs and deserves. She 

has shared a letter with details below. 

 As soon as the board was made 

aware of the situation, inquiries were 

made to begin identifying a successor. 

Article III, Section 4 of the SGS 

Bylaws state, “For an unexpired term 

of the President and/or a Vice 

President, succession shall be 

automatic from the remaining elected 

officers in the order shown in Article 

IV, Section 1 of the Constitution, 

exclusive of the Treasurer.” 

 Unfortunately, all the eligible 

elected officers have other 

commitments that preclude them from 

taking on the position of SGS 

president at this time. With that in 

mind, the nominating committee 

See SGS President-Elect Resigns Page 3 
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Announcements 
The SGS Newsletter is published every 

February, May, August, and November. 

Announcements are published for free and are 

due to the editor by the 15th of the month 

preceding publication. 
 

SGS Mission Statement 
The Society shall engage in research, study, 

verification, discussion, collation, publication, 

dissemination, and preservation of Seeley 

information for the Society, for the education 

and benefit of its members and for posterity.  
 

Membership 
Membership is open to anyone interested in 

genealogy, history or biography; amateur or 

professional. Although the name Seeley refers to 

one family surname, SGS counts among its 

family those with surnames spelled a variety of 

ways such as: Seeley, Seely, Seelye, Sealy, 

Sealey, Seley, Selye, Seale, Seelee, Seela, 

Cieley, Cealy, Cilley, etc. 
 

Membership Dues 
Effective Oct. 1, 2011 SGS Membership dues 

are $10 per year, $18 two years, $25 three years, 

or $36 five years. Lifetime memberships are 

$125. (Dues are in U.S. dollars and the 

membership year runs from Oct. 1 to Sept. 30) 

Pay all dues to SGS Treasurer Margaret Petersen 

(see contact info on page 15). Make checks 

payable to Seeley Genealogical Society. 
 

Seelye Research Center 
is co-located with the Seelye Mansion in 

Abilene, KS. For more information, contact: 

      Seelye Research Center, Director 

      Terry Tietjens 

      See Contact Info on Page 15 
 

SGS Membership Meetings and 
International Reunions 

are held every two years. The next one is 

scheduled for 2023, in St. Louis, MO. Please 

advise the editor if your branch or family has 

plans for a sectional or local reunion in the 

interim. Others might like to know about it. 
 

Editorial Position 
The editorial opinions expressed in this 

newsletter are the opinions of the writers and do 

not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Society 

or the editors, nor are the Society or its editors 

responsible for errors of fact or opinion. Proved 

errors will be corrected. 

SGS PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Seeley Genealogical Society President, Lynda Simmons 

 It was very fun to be with our 

members on Zoom. We would have 

loved to have been with you all in 

person, but our SGS Virtual 

Membership Meeting and Reunion 

on May 21, 2021, was the next best 

thing to that. We are very grateful for 

those of you who attended that 

meeting. There were several 

members attending this virtual 

meeting who had never attended one 

of our SGS reunions before. We are 

glad that they could join us and as 

well as for all other members who 

were with us that day. We had a great 

time learning and growing together. 

 I appreciate the months of 

planning and hard work by the SGS 

Reunion Planning Committee, 

consisting of Jesse Crisler, Stephanie 

Moore, Camille Bell, Connie Birth, 

Annette Earl, Linda Crocker, John 

Mills, Kelly Findley, Dave Petersen, 

Paul Taylor. Their input helped to 

make the meeting both informative 

and enjoyable. Thank-you to each 

one of you for all of your hard work 

and great ideas.  

 Thanks as well to the SGS 

Executive Board members, who have 

contributed so much this year and 

every year. They guided this meeting 

and SGS to make it a great 

organization. The Board held four 

virtual meetings this year, during 

which much was accomplished. I 

truly appreciate each of our officers 

and all they do for SGS and me. 

 Pam Turner has done an 

incredible amount of work in revising 

the Constitution. She also has spent a 

great deal of time and effort in 

correcting and updating the Sixth and 

Seventh Generation Books. Thank-

you, Pam, for being so 

dedicated and doing 

so much for SGS. 

 Paul Taylor made 

our SGS Membership 

and Reunion Meeting 

possible. He not only 

gave a presentation 

but also made sure that the meeting 

ran efficiently and smoothly. Paul 

has many abilities, and he uses them 

for the good of SGS. We appreciate 

you, Paul. 

 I also want to thank the other 

outstanding speakers at the meeting. 

They were Kara Seelye Donaldson, 

Michael Hook, Logan Seelye, and 

Stephanie Moore, all of whom gave 

very interesting presentations from 

which we all learned a lot. 

 Lastly, a big thanks to Jesse 

Crisler for creating an informative 

Souvenir Book for the 2021 

Membership Meeting. As you know 

from past souvenir books, it contains 

much more than just a thorough 

overview of the reunion. It also 

includes complete officer reports, 
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how to hold the 2021 Membership 

Meeting and Reunion. During the 

remainder of 2020 and until May 

2021, SGS increased the use of virtual 

meetings, finding them most valuable. 

Because of COVID, the Board met 

virtually several times, as did the 

Website, Research, and Reunion 

Planning Committees. Exchange of 

ideas and solutions to problems have 

also occurred much more quickly in 

these meetings than was often the case 

with in-person meetings or via e-mail. 

 Prior to the Reunion, the Reunion 

Planning Committee, which included 

Jesse Crisler, Stephanie Moore, 

Camille Bell, Connie Birth, Annette 

Earl, Linda Crocker, John Mills, Kelly 

Findley, Dave Petersen, Paul Taylor, 

The members of the Seely 

Genealogical Society had an 

interesting, informative, and fun 

Virtual SGS Membership Meeting 

and Reunion on May 22, 2021. It was 

good to see and interact with other 

members. We missed being together 

in person but being together virtually 

was the next best thing.  

  At our 2019 SGS Membership 

Meeting and Reunion in San Diego, 

SGS members decided to hold our 

next Reunion in St. Louis in 2021. 

Many plans were made about where 

to stay, what kind of activities we 

could have, and who might be good 

speakers from that area. We all 

wanted to see our Seeley cousins and 

visit with them in St. Louis, but as the 

Covid-19 pandemic progressed and 

more people died, the Board decided 

caution was warranted.  

 The Board usually meets in 

Abilene, Kansas, each spring at the 

Seelye Research Center, but when we 

realized that this would not be 

possible, on April 24, 2020, the Board 

held its first entirely virtual meeting. 

Everyone was very happy to see each 

other and could not help thinking that 

this is one reason why SGS exists: it 

provides members opportunities to 

visit with Seeley cousins. 

 Since SGS First Vice President 

Paul Taylor is skilled in setting up and 

running Zoom meetings, this Board 

meeting went very well, and officers 

spent time considering revisions to the 

Constitution and discussing other 

business, especially where, when, and 

Highlights of the 19th SGS Membership Meeting and Reunion 
Story by Lynda Simmons, SGS President 

ward. In our church, we call our 

church geographic area a ward and 

my ward has 433 members in it. Our 

church has a volunteer clergy. Our 

Bishop works full time and depends on 

ward members to teach, help one 

another and fill different positions in 

the ward. The Relief Society President 

is over the women in the ward and the 

Elders Quorum President is over the 

men. We each have counselors and 

will work together to assist the Bishop 

in supporting families in our ward. In 

our church, we feel that when we are 

asked to serve that it is a calling from 

God.  

 Being Relief Society President is 

such a big job. I feel that I can’t be in 

charge of two large groups at the 

same time and so need to resign as 

President of SGS. I am sorry that I 

have to do this because I love working 

approached the appointed officers to 

determine whether any of them would 

be able to serve. One of the appointed 

officers has graciously agreed to take 

on the position. 

 Since our constitution does not 

include instructions for this 

eventuality, it has been decided that 

the appropriate course of action is to 

have a meeting of the current SGS 

Executive Board (elected at the 2019 

SGS Membership Meeting and 

Reunion in San Diego) to speak with 

the nominee and then formally ask 

SGS membership to vote for and elect 

a new SGS President. It is very 

important for you to vote because the 

SGS Constitution (Article IV, Section 

1 and 4) requires the participation of 

ten percent of the membership. You 

will receive a biography of the 

nominee before you vote. A meeting 

of the SGS Executive Board will be 

held at 7 p.m. Eastern on Sept, 21, 

2021. An email will be sent to all SGS 

members following that meeting with 

the name of the nominee. It is 

imperative that when you receive this 

email, you respond immediately. 

Votes will be counted until 7 p.m. 

Sept. 28 when a special Zoom 

meeting will be held to announce the 

results and, hopefully, swear in our 

new President before the board takes 

office October 1. Here is the text of 

Lynda’s resignation. 

Dear Friends, 

 I want you to know how much I 

value your friendship and have loved 

being President of SGS. It has been a 

big part of my life for years, but I have 

had a big change come into my life. 

  As most of you know, I belong to 

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

Day Saints. I have just been called to 

be the Relief Society President of our 

Please See Reunion Highlights Page 4 

CONTINUED From Page 1: SGS President-Elect Resigns 
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Newsletter lists several specific areas 

in which SGS needs help. 

 I called the meeting to order with 

a rap of the gavel. Next, Lou Ann and 

Jesse Crisler, SGS Second Vice 

President, sang a song, which Lou 

Ann had written for the Reunion to 

the tune of “Mid Pleasures and 

Palaces,” after which Lou Ann led all 

those attending in singing the song. 

Paul Taylor then gave a very 

informative history of the Seeley 

Genealogical Society, which included 

many little-known facts about SGS 

and how it has progressed over the 

years. Members then approved the 

minutes of the 2019 Membership 

Meeting. 

 Old Business followed, including 

a review of the 2019 Reunion and 

Members Surveys and the action steps 

taken in response to suggestions from 

members, the establishment of criteria 

for funding research on Seeley 

“brickwalls,” increased use of media 

in continued development of the SGS 

Website, increased use of Zoom for 

meetings, more comprehensive 

presence on Facebook, development 

of a plan to attract new and younger 

members, focus on keeping present 

members, encouragement of all SGS 

members to volunteer, complete 

redesign of SGS Website, including 

continued transfer of information from 

the old website to the new one, more 

involvement in the Seeley DNA 

Lineage Project, focus on future SGS 

Membership and Reunion Meetings, 

and revisions of both the Sixth and 

Seventh Generation Books done by 

Pam Turner with the help of SGS 

Chief Genealogist Linda Crocker, 

SGS Past President Kathie Olsen, and 

Jesse Crisler. 

 At the request of Camille Seeley 

and me, met virtually several times to 

attend to detail and anticipate possible 

problems that might occur during our 

first virtual Reunion. I thank all of 

them. All members also received a 

packet before the meeting, which 

included minutes of the 2019 SGS 

Membership Meetings, as recorded by 

SGS Secretary Patricia Palmer, 

officers’ reports for 2019 and 2020, 

the Treasurer’s report, prepared by 

SGS Treasurer Margaret Petersen, a 

report from the Audit Committee, 

comprised of Jesse and Lou Ann 

Crisler, a proposed slate of officers, 

submitted by Camille Seeley Bell, 

Chair of the Nominating Committee, 

and proposed revisions of the 

Constitution and Bylaws edited and 

revised by SGS Librarian Pam Turner 

and previously included in an issue of 

the Newsletter—all in preparation for 

the Reunion and Membership 

Meeting. 

 Finally, the greatly anticipated 

date for the virtual Reunion arrived. 

On May 22, 2021, Paul Taylor started 

the meeting a half hour ahead of time 

so that members could make sure they 

were properly connected and also visit 

with each other informally before the 

meeting. Everyone was again happy to 

interact with each other. Several 

Seeleys who had not attended a 

Reunion in the past were able to 

participate in of this virtual meeting. 

The theme for this Reunion was 

“Volunteers are the Heart of the 

Seeley Genealogical Society,” since 

without great SGS officers and 

committee members, this meeting 

would not have been possible. There 

are many ways in which all members 

can help the Society. Please think of 

any talents, skills, prior work, and 

home experiences that you could put 

to use in SGS. The May 2021 

CONTINUED From Page 3: Reunion Highlights 

with you. All of you have become 

dear friends! You are such capable, 

caring, dedicated people. I will miss 

you so much! I will miss working 

with you, but I promise I will be 

active in SGS and will attend all of 

the reunions that I can. 

 It is with a heavy heart that I 

step down from the SGS Presidency, 

but it is what I feel I must do. Thank 

you so much for all you have done 

for SGS and for your friendship! 

Please See Reunion Highlights Page 5 

CONTINUED From Page 3:  
SGS President-Elect Resigns 

New SGS Life Members: 
⚫ Barbara & John Lewis 

⚫ Tim Sandquist  

⚫ David Alan & Kiley Petersen 

⚫ Tom Mindrum 
  

New SGS Members 
⚫ Patricia Reeves Allen – 2 yrs 

⚫ Douglas & Susan McBride 
Drake – 5 yrs 

⚫ John I. Mills – 5 yrs 

⚫ James Thomas Seely – 3 yrs 

⚫ Suzanne Olsen Taylor – 5 yrs. 

⚫ Judith S. Wilkins – 3 yrs 
  

SGS Member Renewels 
⚫ Shanna Besendorfer – 5 yrs 

⚫ Wayne & Becky Boyd – 5 yrs 

⚫ Enid & Glenn Cox – 1 yr 

⚫ Jenny Garcia – 5 yrs 

⚫ Gay Carren Kimberly 
Cabbadge Jung – 1yr 

⚫ Gary Knoble – 3 yrs 

⚫ Bill & Gail Penty – 3 yrs 

⚫ Colleen Loveless – 1 yr 

⚫ Louella Seely – 2 yrs 

⚫ David Bruce & Audrey Seeley 
– 5 yrs 

⚫ William Dean Smith – 2 yrs 

⚫ Sybil Seeley Townsend – 5 
yrs. 
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Update from SRC 
Librarian  
By Pam Turner, Seelye 

Research Center Librarian 

Bell, Chair of the Nominating 

Committee, Annette Seeley Earl 

presented the proposed slate of 

officers for the 2021-2023 term to 

Society members, who then voted 

unanimously to elect them, after 

which Annette swore in the newly 

elected officers. All current officers 

but one had agreed to serve for 

another term. Ruthetta Seelye Hansen, 

SGS Director and Historian, had 

asked to be released for personal 

reasons. Chris Havnar who is still 

very involved in the SGS Website and 

serves as Co-chair of the Ancestor 

File, was elected as a Director to 

replace Ruthetta, and I appointed 

Annette Seeley Earl as Historian. 

Members also unanimously approved 

the proposed changes to the 

Constitution and Bylaws. Pam Turner, 

Chair of the Constitution Committee, 

spent many hours with the help of 

Board members to develop changes 

necessary to bring the documents up 

to date and reflect changes in 

technology. Finally, members were 

informed that the Board had decided 

to hold the 2023 Reunion and 

Membership Meeting in St. Louis, the 

site originally selected by the 

membership for 2021.  

 Margaret Petersen, along with 

other Society members, voted to elect 

officers for 2021-2023. 

 At each reunion, the Seeley 

Genealogical Society recognizes an 

outstanding volunteer. This year SGS 

recognized two outstanding members 

as Volunteers of the Year, Terry 

Tietjens and Ruthetta Seelye Hansen, 

both of whom have been members for 

many year and have held many 

offices. Jesse Crisler’s review of the 

service to SGS by both of them 

appears later in the Souvenir Reunion 

Book. Michael Hook presented a 

plaque to Terry at the Seelye Mansion 

in Abilene; a similar presentation was 

arranged for Ruthetta a few days later. 

At the end of our SGS Membership 

Meeting, Paul Taylor took a group 

“photo” of all members attending, and 

the meeting was adjourned. 

 Following a short break, members 

then heard several excellent 

presentations. Kara Seelye Donaldson, 

Chair of the Seeley DNA Lineage 

Project, presented easily understood 

information about using DNA to 

connect with ancestors and living 

relatives and answered many 

questions about DNA during and after 

her presentation. Paul Taylor reported 

on the state of the Facebook page, 

which he established in 2011. Paul, 

who tries to post almost daily to 

increase interest in the Society, asked 

for seven volunteers, who were 

interested in posting as well. Michael 

Hook, President of the Seelye 

Mansion Foundation and 

Developmental Coordinator of Old 

Abilene Town, then took members on 

a virtual tour of the Seelye Mansion, 

showing many wonderful furnishings 

in this beautiful home. Logan Seelye, 

a professional Web designer, creator 

of the 10 and 90 Foundation, and 

grandson of Dan Seelye, who began 

the Website years ago, has continued 

to develop it under the direction of 

Paul Taylor and with the help of Chris 

Havnar and the Website Committee; 

Logan took members through the 

Website, explained features in each 

section, and showed how each section 

worked. It has been exciting to watch 

the transition to the new Website. 

Finally, Stephanie Mills Moore, who 

grew up in St. Louis and is a member 

of the Reunion Planning Committee, 

previewed St. Louis as the site of the 

I am proud to 

announce that The 

Sixth Generation 

Families, Revised 

Edition, is complete 

and ready to be 

purchased. This 

new book 

encompasses all previously published 

changes. It also includes new families 

found since the original publication, 

and some families have been 

rearranged and put in their proper 

places. Along with the new material is 

a new index to help find family 

names. Since we have a new 

publication, this means we also have a 

new CD-ROM that includes the 

revised editions of both the Sixth and 

Seventh Generation books along with 

the Generations 1-5 book. 

 These items can be purchased by 

sending in an order form (found at the 

end of this newsletter) to Margaret 

Petersen or by buying direct on our 

new Website at https://www.seeley-

society.org/shop/ and saving a stamp. 

A new update to the shopping area on 

the Website is that you can purchase 

the CD-ROM as a digital item and 

download it directly to your computer

--no more having to wait for the 

postman! 

 Please help support the Society 

with your purchase of these items. If 

you cannot use these reference 

materials for yourself, consider 

purchasing them and donating them to 

a local history/genealogical 

organization or public library. I hope 

these revised books will help you in 

furthering your research. Happy 

hunting! 

CONTINUED From Page 4: Reunion Highlights 

Please See Reunion Highlights, Page 14 
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Seeley Genealogical Society 
Constitution and Bylaws 

Constitution 
(Revised May 22, 2021, Effective October 1, 2021) 

  

ARTICLE I: Name 
  

SECTION 1. The name of this organization shall be THE SEELEY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, hereinafter 

referred to as “the Society or SGS.” 
  

SECTION 2.  The Reverend Garner Osborne is recognized as the founder of the society. Any person who was a 

member prior to 1965 is a charter member. 
  

ARTICLE II: Objectives 
  

SECTION 1.  The Society shall solicit as members, descendants of the Seeley surname of all spellings to in-

clude those who by marriage have acquired another surname, and anyone who has an interest in 

genealogy. Known surname spelling variants include Seelye, Seely, Selee, Sealey, Sealy, Seela, 

Cilley, Ceely, Ceilly, and Ceilley; however, all similar spellings or variants are included. 
  

SECTION 2. The Society shall engage in research, study, verification, discussion, collation, publication, dis-

semination, and preservation of Seeley information for the education and benefit of its members 

and for posterity. In so far as practical, the Society shall respond to all that inquire about Seeley 

ancestral lines. The Society shall receive, hold and invest appropriate monies, dues, gifts, pro-

ceeds from sales, interest, etc., and control and administer any properties for the benefit of the 

Society. The Society shall publish a periodic Newsletter. 
  

SECTION 3.  The Society shall establish and maintain associations with societies of other surnames and state 

and national organizations to encourage interest in genealogy and to benefit therefrom. 
  

SECTION 4.  The Society shall pay special recognition to Robert Seeley of England who immigrated to Ameri-

ca in anno domini 1630; and to Obadiah Seeley, who appeared in the records of Stamford, Con-

necticut in 1640. 
  

SECTION 5.  The Society shall maintain the Seelye Research Center, co-located with the Seelye Mansion in 

Abilene, Kansas. The Research Center shall collect family and archival records for research by 

the membership and members of the general public. 
  

ARTICLE III: Membership, Dues and Fiscal Year 
  

SECTION 1.  There shall be three classes of membership in the Society: 

(1) Charter: Persons who participate in founding and administration of the Society prior to 

1965. 

(2) Individual, Library, or Society 

(3) Lifetime 

  Charter, Individual, and Lifetime memberships shall apply to a member and spouse with one 

vote allotted per membership. 
  

SECTION 2.  Dues shall be specified in the SGS Newsletter subject to revision per Article I of the Bylaws. 
  

SECTION 3.  Any and all references within the Constitution and Bylaws referring to the fiscal year shall refer 

to the period from October 1 through September 30. 
  

ARTICLE IV: Officers 
  

SECTION 1.  The elected officers of the Society shall be a President, First Vice President, Second Vice Presi-

dent, Secretary, Treasurer, Chief Genealogist, and three Directors elected from the general mem-

bership. The elected officers and directors shall constitute the Executive Board. Voting members 
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of the Executive Board must be elected and not appointed. 
  

SECTION 2. The President shall appoint an Ancestor Files Chair, a Membership Chair, a Director of Commu-

nication, Assistant Genealogists as required, and a Director for the Seelye Research Center. 
  

SECTION 3. Any member of the SGS may hold the position of an elected or appointed officer within the SGS. 
  

ARTICLE V: Meetings 
  

SECTION 1.  The membership shall meet at least every two years, physically or virtually, as specified in the 

Bylaws. Business of the Society may be conducted if there is a quorum present at the Member-

ship Meeting. 
  

SECTION 2.  The officers and Executive Board shall meet as specified in the Bylaws and serve without mone-

tary compensation. 
  

SECTION 3.  The order of business at all meetings shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised. The 

President may appoint a Parliamentarian, who shall serve at the pleasure of the president. 
  

SECTION 4.  To conduct business of the Society at a Membership Meeting, a quorum of ten percent of the 

membership shall be required. Five elected officers shall constitute a quorum of the Executive 

Board. 
  

ARTICLE VI: Indemnification 
  

SECTION 1. The Society shall indemnify, to the fullest extent permitted by law, any officer or member of the 

Executive Board for liability resulting from acts taken on behalf of the Society in an official ca-

pacity. Individuals shall be entitled to indemnification only to the extent that their conduct was 

authorized by the Society. The Executive Board shall take action as may be necessary to author-

ize an appropriate amount of indemnification, after consulting with legal counsel. This indemni-

fication shall not apply: (1) if an individual has breached a fiduciary duty, failed to act in good 

faith or failed to act in the best interest of the Society and (2) if that breach or failure to perform 

constitutes self-dealing, willful misconduct, or recklessness. This exemption from personal liabil-

ity shall not apply to any individual who is deemed liable pursuant to criminal statutes or who 

may be liable for payment of any local, state, or federal taxes. 
  

ARTICLE VII: Disposition of Assets upon Dissolution of the Seeley Genealogical Society 
  

SECTION 1.  At the time that the dissolution of the Seeley Genealogical Society becomes necessary, all re-

maining assets shall be transferred to one or more entities that are involved in collecting, dis-

seminating, and archiving genealogical information available for general public use. The Execu-

tive Board shall distribute such remaining assets to such entities with similar objectives as out-

lined in the SGS Constitution, provided that they meet IRS Section 501 (c) (3) requirements. 

 

  

Bylaws 
(Revised May 22, 2021, Effective October 1, 2021) 

  

ARTICLE I: Dues and Membership 
  

SECTION 1.  It shall be the responsibility of the Executive Board to periodically review the dues structure to 

ensure the fiscal integrity of the Society. Changes proposed by the Executive Board must be ap-

proved by a three-fifths vote of the membership at a Membership Meeting, or through acceptable 

communication channels as determined by the Executive Board, subject to quorum requirements 

and the minimum requirements of Article V, Sections 1 and 4 of the Constitution. Dues are to be 

paid to the Treasurer who will send the members’ documentation to the Membership Chair.  
  

SECTION 2.  Membership shall be awarded as specified in Article II, Section 1 of the Constitution. 
  

SECTION 3.  Membership may be refused or suspended by a three-fifths vote of the Executive Board to anyone 

or any organization, whose interests conflict with the purpose of the Society. 
  

ARTICLE II: Meetings 
  

SECTION 1:  The President, with the approval of the Executive Board, shall call meetings of the Board and 

the general membership subject to the minimum requirements of Article V, Sections 1 and 2 of 

the Constitution. 
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Top Row  
⚫ Pam Turner, Colorado Springs, CO, cello_t@comcast.net 
⚫ Caroline Haddon, Colorado Springs, CO, clhaddon@comcast.net 
⚫ Paul Taylor, Woodbridge, VA, paul.taylor.va@gmail.com 
⚫ Connie Birth, Spencer, OK, clbirth@sbcglobal.net 
⚫ Lynn Sandquist, Woodbury, MN, lelsandquist@comcast.net 
⚫ Ron Sandquist, Woodbury, MN, r.sandquist@comcast.net 
⚫ Camille Seeley Bell, North Salt Lake, UT, onthego80@gmail.com 
Second Row 
⚫ Jesse Crisler, Provo, UT, jessecrisler3@gmail.com 
⚫ Martha Zimmerman, Harvel, IL, marthaddz@gmail.com 
⚫ Lynda Simmons, Park City, UT, summitkids@gmail.com 
⚫ Pamela Webster, Grapevine, TX, panok1983@sbcglobal.net 
⚫ Victoria Zingler, Painted Post, NY, zinglerv@stny.rr.com 
Third Row 
⚫ Patricia Brooks Palmer, Garner, NC, palmnet@aol.com 
⚫ Linda Crocker, Parkersburg, WV, llbc100@msn.com 
⚫ Joan Bretz, Harrisburg, PA, jbretz@earthlink.net 
⚫ Margaret Petersen, Salt Lake City, UT, kpetersen7835@msn.com 
⚫ Alice Wright, Frankville, NY, wrightfarm32@yahoo.com 
Fourth Row 
⚫ Chris Havnar, Pacifica, CA, chris.havnar@gmail.net 
⚫ Kathie Olsen, Salt Lake City, UT, katherinemolsen@gmail.com 
⚫ Carl Boyd, Dunlap, TN, wayneandbecky@yahoo.net 
⚫ Kara Donaldson, Boca Raton, FL, kara@familyloomgenealogy.com 
⚫ Michael Hook, Abilene, KS, mrhook30@gmail.com 
Fifth Row 
⚫ Judith Wilkins, Judith.wilkins@comcast.net 
⚫ Stephanie Mills Moore, Colorado Springs, CO, moore4440@msn.com 
⚫ Evelyn A. Russo, Southbury, CT, quiltermom5552@yahoo.com 
⚫ Wesley Waring, Maple Grove, MN, wesleyawaring@cs.com 
⚫ Julie Seely, Chester Springs, PA, jspab@yahoo.com 
Sixth Row 
⚫ Kelly Findley, Los Angeles, CA, teamfindley@hotmail.com 
⚫ Darold Seeley, Las Cruces, NM, newmexicoseeley@aol.com 
⚫ Mary Comar, Ossineke, MI, coolfuzzybreeze@gmail.com 
⚫ Cindy Westwood, Highland, UT, neal@westwoodclan.org 
⚫ Pat Allen, Larchmont, NY, pattyall@optonline.net 
Seventh Row 
⚫ Michelle Olsen, Burke, VA, michelle.olsen@outlook.com 
⚫ Matthew Seelye 
⚫ Louella Seely, Lethbridge, AL, Canada, lseely2@gmail.com 
⚫ Wayne James, Tampa, FL, wjames7846@aol.com 
⚫ Suzy Taylor, Camarillo, CA, prestonsuzy@gmail.com 
 
Besides those pictured in the composite photo Paul Taylor took during the 
virtual reunion, a number of others attended various segments of the meeting, 
including: 
⚫ Ardienne Damicis, Milford, CT, adwdmt@att.net 
⚫ Deborah Finch, Albuquerque, NM, debfinch@earthlink,net 
⚫ Enid Cox, Salt Lake City, enid1283@comcast.net 
⚫ Glenn Cox, Salt Lake City,  UT, glenid@comcast.net  
⚫ Lou Ann Crisler, Provo, UT, louanncrisler@gmail.com 
⚫ Sophia Havnar, Pacifica, CA 
⚫ Annette Seeley Earl, Las Vegas, NV, zadase@yahoo.com 
⚫ John Palmer, Garner, NC, palmnet@aol.com 
⚫ Logan J. Seelye, Spanaway, WA, logan.seelye@gmail.com 
⚫ Mark Simmons, Park City, UT, friendssummit70@gmail.com 
⚫ Terry Tietjens, Abilene, KS, seelyemansion@yahoo.com 
⚫ Paul Wilms, Vista, CA 

2021 SGS Virtual Membership Meeting Attendees 
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SECTION 2.  It is recommended that the President call a meeting of the Executive Board at least once a year. 

The Society recognizes the geographical dispersion of the officers and directors. The President 

and Executive Board may conduct business by any method that permits all participants to com-

municate adequately with each other. Minutes of Board Meetings shall be reported to the mem-

bership in the Newsletter. An in-person meeting of officers and directors is encouraged when it is 

practical. 
  

SECTION 3. Six (6) members of the Executive Board may call a special meeting of the Executive Board for 

consideration of issues. A special meeting of the Executive Board may also be called by ten per-

cent of the membership of the Society by signed petition, at no expense to the Society. Quorum 

requirements shall apply. 
  

ARTICLE III: Election of Officers and Directors 
  

SECTION 1. Officers and Directors of the Society shall be elected for a term of two years. The election shall 

take place at the Membership Meeting. Officers and members in good standing shall be eligible 

to vote. A quorum of ten percent of the membership shall be required for a valid election. 
  

SECTION 2. The officers’ and directors’ term of office shall begin on October 1 following the election or reelec-

tion of officers and directors at the Membership Meeting. There shall be no limit to the number 

of terms an individual may serve in any position. 
  

SECTION 3. No member shall hold more than one elected office at a time, except for short times resulting 

from succession to office as provided for in Article III, Section 4. 
  

SECTION 4. In the event of the resignation or incapacity of any officer, except the President or a Vice Presi-

dent, the vacancy shall be filled by a majority vote of the remaining elected officers. For an unex-

pired term of the President and/or a Vice President, succession shall be automatic from the re-

maining elected officers in the order shown in Article IV, Section 1 of the Constitution, exclusive 

of the Treasurer. 
  

SECTION 5.  If there is more than one nominee for any office, elections shall be by secret ballot, and a majori-

ty of the voting quorum shall elect. 
  

ARTICLE IV: Duties of Elected Officers 
  

SECTION 1.  President: The President shall be the chief executive officer of the Society, shall preside at all 

meetings, and shall be a member of all committees except the nomination and auditing commit-

tees. The President is authorized to approve disbursal of reasonable fund amounts from the 

Treasurer’s account(s) for the routine operation of the Society business, to carry on correspond-

ence and to publish the Newsletters. The President shall serve as the chair of the committee to 

organize the Membership Meeting conducted per Article V, Section 1 of the Constitution. 
  

SECTION 2.  If the President determines that an elected officer or director is not performing the duties for 

which elected, the President may request that the Executive Board remove the member from the 

Board. Such removal shall require a three-fifths vote of the eligible Executive Board members. 
  

SECTION 3.  First Vice President: The First Vice President shall perform duties assigned by the President, 

preside and perform all duties necessary in the absence of the President, and assume the Presi-

dency if the office becomes vacant. 
  

SECTION 4.  Second Vice President: The Second Vice President shall perform duties assigned by the Presi-

dent, preside and perform all duties necessary in the absence of the President and First Vice 

President. 
  

SECTION 5. Secretary: The Secretary shall record and preserve the minutes of the meetings of the Executive 

Board and of the Membership Meetings. The Secretary shall perform other administrative duties 

as assigned by the President. 
  

SECTION 6.  Treasurer: The Treasurer shall safeguard the funds and maintain all accounts in the name of 

The Seeley Genealogical Society and shall be responsible for maintaining adequate financial rec-

ords. When the Executive Board shall determine bonding is required, this shall be done at the 

expense of the Society. If investment of funds of the Society is made, approval of the Executive 

Board is required. 
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SECTION 7.  Chief Genealogist: The Chief Genealogist shall have custody of the genealogical files of the Socie-

ty, maintain such other files necessary for performing assigned duties, and safeguard them from 

common hazards. The duties are those generally accepted as responsibilities of a genealogist. 

The Chief Genealogist shall be assisted by genealogists appointed by the President and shall also 

work closely with the Director of the Seelye Research Center to assure that all Society records 

are copied and/or archived at the Center for researchers’ use. 
  

SECTION 8.  Directors: The three Directors shall serve as representatives of the general membership. They 

may be assigned duties by the President to assist in the administration of the Society. 
  

SECTION 9.  Past President: The immediate Past President shall be an ex-officio member of the Executive 

Board and committees in a non-voting advisory capacity. 
  

SECTION 10.  The President, with the approval of the Executive Board, may establish other positions and col-

lateral duties not named elsewhere. 
  

ARTICLE V: Duties of Appointed Officers 
  

SECTION 1.  Director of Communication: The Director of Communication shall be responsible for overseeing 

all aspects of the Society’s external and internal communication in accordance with this docu-

ment, the directions of the President, and the best interests of SGS. This may include, but is not 

limited to, publishing a Newsletter and other publications of SGS, management of the Society’s 

online properties, and other duties as assigned. The Director shall be assisted by volunteers and 

others appointed by the President. 
  

SECTION 2.  Ancestor Files Chair: The Ancestor Files Chair shall be responsible for maintaining a computer-

ized database, in coordination with the Chief Genealogist, of all ancestor files submitted by mem-

bers of the Society and shall also be responsible for responding to inquiries to the Society regard-

ing established lineage. 
  

SECTION 3.  Research Center Director: The Research Center Director shall be responsible for maintaining the 

Seelye Research Center in Abilene, Kansas, as a resource for Society members and the general 

public and shall act as an advisor to the President and to the Chief Genealogist. 
  

SECTION 4.  Membership Chair: The Membership Chair shall be responsible for the promotion of the Society 

membership and the maintenance of membership rolls. The Membership Chair shall be appoint-

ed by the President from the membership, exclusive of the Treasurer. 
  

SECTION 5.  Assistant Genealogists: Assistant Genealogists, when appointed, shall be responsible for specific 

tasks in support of the Chief Genealogist’s function. 
  

ARTICLE VI: Committees 
  

SECTION 1.  The President shall appoint necessary standing and ad hoc committees and require reports from 

them. 
  

SECTION 2. Nominating Committee: The President shall appoint a nominating committee of at least two (2) 

members one year in advance of the Membership Meeting. The nominating committee shall as-

certain that all candidates nominated are willing to serve if elected. The election shall proceed as 

provided in Article III of these bylaws. Nominations may be made from the floor for all offices 

with the consent of the nominee. 
  

SECTION 3.  Auditing Committee: The President shall appoint an auditing committee, independent of the 

treasurer, of not less than two (2) members to examine the financial records of the Society, once 

every two years, or more often if required by the Executive Board. The results shall be presented 

to the membership in attendance at each Membership Meeting and submitted in writing for pub-

lication in the Newsletter. 
  

ARTICLE VII: Amendments and/or Revisions 
  

SECTION 1.  Amendments and/or revisions to the Constitution and the Bylaws shall require approval by a 

three-fifths vote of the membership at a Membership Meeting, or through acceptable communi-

cation channels as determined by the Executive Board, subject to the quorum requirements and 

the minimum requirements of Article V — Sections 1 and 4 of the Constitution. All proposed 

changes shall be printed in the Newsletter for membership review a minimum of three months 

prior to the Membership Meeting.  
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SGS Queries (as of July 31, 2021) 
Coordinated and Compiled by SGS Query Editor Linda Crocker  

The SGS query column leverages the 

amassed knowledge of the Seeley 

Genealogical Society, the research 

skills of the Society’s query team, and 

the knowledge of SGS members to 

help answer challenging research 

questions. 

 Submit queries to SGS Query 

Editor Linda Crocker at 

llbc100@msn.com, or mail to Linda 

at home (contact information on page 

15). Queries are assigned a query 

number by the Query Editor. Linda 

summarizes the query and responses 

for inclusion in the quarterly SGS 

Newsletter. 

 Be sure to follow a few guidelines 

when submitting a query: 

 Be specific and detailed: Give 

all the information you have about the 

person or family in question, 

especially dates and locations. 

 What resources have you 

already consulted? SGS publications 

or website? Census? Public records? 

Cemetery records? County histories? 

Family Bible? Others? (Specify.) 

 What exactly do you want to 

know? Parents’ names and details? 

Sibling information? Information on a 

family marrying into a Seeley family? 

Our sources? 

 After your query is printed, 

please keep us informed of any 

information you receive or further 

progress you make on your own. 

Other members may be interested in 

or related to your line. 

 We will publish an update to your 

query with any new information we 

receive. This may lead to even more 

new information. One more name, 

date, or place may be the key to 

linking your line to others. Your 

query will also be posted on the 

website. Make sure we have your 

current and complete contact 

information—sometimes we receive 

new information months or even 

years after a query appears. 

 If you have information to share 

on queries from current or past issues 

of the Newsletter, send it to the query 

submitter and also to Linda Crocker, 

so the query can be updated in the 

next Newsletter. Please include the 

query number, preferably in the 

subject line of your email. Remember 

to cite your sources.  

 The query number is the two digit 

year, two digit month of the 

Newsletter issue and query sequence 

number.  

New Queries: 
 

2108-1 Submitted by Chris Havnar 
(chris.havnar@gmail.com) 
 While adding obituary information to the SGS Ancestral 
File, Chris encountered information on Ralph Morton Seely 
of Los Angeles and his son Orville Baker Seely, also of Los 
Angeles. We already had a bit of information on this family, 
including that Ralph’s father was John M. Seely and his 
mother was Eva Morton. Using the census Chris got back 
to: 
1900 census Township 2, Merced, CA 
⚫ Seely, Ralph M., Head, b. Mar 1859, OH, OH, PA, RR 

Agent, md. 21 yrs. to 
⚫ Seely, Effie, b. Oct 1859, OH, ?, OH, 4 ch., 3 living 
⚫ Seely, Orville, b. Oct 1881, Telegraph Operator; Earl, 

b. Nov. 1884; Fearn (male), b. Oct 1891, all b. IL, OH, 
OH 

Could we take the line back further? 
SGS Response:  
1880 census McLeansboro, Hamilton, IL 
⚫ Seely, Ralph M., age 23, b. OH, PA, OH, dept agent, 

RR 
⚫ Seely, Effie, age 22 b. IL. MA, OH 
1870 Cincinnati, Hamilton, OH 
⚫ Seely, John, age 49, b. PA, bookkeeper  
⚫ Seely, Catherine, age 31, b. OH 
⚫ Seely, Ralph, age 13; Orville, age 2, both b. OH 
⚫ Thorp, Emily, age 20, b. OH 
1860 census St Louis, St Louis, MO 
⚫ Seely, Jno M., age 46, b. PA, miller 

⚫ Seely, Amanda M., age 41, b. OH 
⚫ Seely, Ralph M., age 3, b. OH 
⚫ 5 male lodgers and 1 female servant 
1850 census Turtle Creek, Warren, OH 
⚫ Sealy, John M., age 36, b. PA, manufacturer 
⚫ Sealy, A. M., female, age 28, b. OH 
Ohio Marriage Records 
⚫ John M. Seeley md. Kate M. Thorpe Mar 10, 1864, in 

Hamilton Co., OH 
⚫ John M. Sealy, of age of consent, and Amanda M, 

Bowser, consent of parents to be obtained, md. Oct 20, 
1834, in Warren Co., OH 

From the Courier Journal, Louisville, KY, Jan 4, 1897, p. 
12: 

    “Mr. Orville Nelson Seely, of Cincinnati, and Miss 
May Adams were married Wednesday afternoon at the 
home of the bride’s sister, Mrs. W.P. Lincoln, the Rev. 
J Sprowls Lyons officiating. The bride wore a bridal 
gown of white satin and lace. Promptly at 3:30 o’clock, 
to the strains of Mendelssohn’s ‘Wedding March,’ the 
bridal party entered the parlors. During the ceremony 
‘Call Me Thine Own’ was rendered. 
    A luncheon was served and immediately afterward 
the bride and groom left for the South. Among the 
friends and relatives present from a distance were Mr. 
and Mrs. B. N. Harrison, and Mrs. Charles Thorpe and 
sons, of Cincinnati; Maj. and Mrs. Ed Rosser of 
Harrisburg, Kentucky; Mr. and Mrs. Roger Lillard of 
Lawrenceburg, Kentucky; Miss Annie Shanks of 
Stanford, Kentucky; and Mr. Addison Hall of 

Please See SGS Queries, Page 13 

mailto:chris.havnar@gmail.com
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Please See SGS Queries, Page 14 

CONTINUED From Page 12: SGS Queries 
Washington, D.C.” 

1880 census Cincinnati, Hamilton, OH 
⚫ Seely, Kate M., age 41, widow, dressmaker, b. OH, 

OH, OH 
⚫ Seely, Orville, age 11, b. OH, OH, OH  
1900 census Cincinnati, Hamilton, OH 
⚫ Seeley, Orville, b. Jun 1868, OH, PA, PH, , trav. freight 

agent, md. 3 yrs., listed in a boarding house 
1910 census Cincinnati, Hamilton, OH 
⚫ Seely, Orville, age 40, b. OH, PA, OH, freight agent for 

RR, md .13 yrs. to 
⚫ Seely, May A., age 36, b. KY, KY, KY, no ch. (and 

none listed in later census records) 
Findagrave: 
⚫ Orville (1868- 3 Apr 1949) and wife, May (1868-2 Jun 

1952), are both interred in Spring Grove Cemetery, 
Cincinnati; they both died in Boston, Suffolk, MA 

⚫ Amanda M. Sealy. d. Feb 14, 1861, age 41, bd. in 
Wesleyan Cemetery, St Louis Co.,,MO  
 Wesleyan Cemetery has been moved several 

times. The locations are as follows: 
 #1 about 1840-1860, opened about 1840 at 

Franklin and 23rd Sts., included numerous 
slaves and free blacks, very few, if any, 
records remain. 

 #2 about 1851-1878, located at Laclede and 
Market Sts., west of Grand; during the Civil 
War several hundred Union soldiers were bd. 
there but later moved to Jefferson Barracks 
National Cemetery, abandoned in 1874, other 
graves moved to the “New” Wesleyan 
Cemetery on Olive at Hanley in 1878. 

 #3 1878-1952, “New” Wesleyan Cemetery, 
located at southeast corner of Olive near 
Hanley, University City, Central Township, 
closed in 1952, remains of early Chinese 
Americans in northwest corner of cemetery 
removed to China, about 800 burials moved to 
Memorial Park Cemetery, about 150 to 
Bellefontaine Cemetery, any military burials to 
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, many 
family members claimed ancestors for reburial. 

 Wesleyan Cemetery does not exist today. All 
bodies were moved elsewhere from the last 
cemetery; the site is now commercial property; 
cemetery records are available at the Saint 
Louis Genealogical Society 

 Conclusion: Ralph’s mother seems to be Amanda 
M. Bowser, and John married 2

nd
 Catherine (Kate) 

Thrope/Thorpe, mother of Orville Nelson Seely, half-
brother of Ralph. I could not identify John M. Seely/
Sealy in earlier census records, nor could I find other 
Seely/Sealys in Warren Co., OH, in 1850 or 1840 
except for Hannah age 69 and Jane age 26, both b. PA 
in Lebanon, Warren, OH in 1850. I could not find other 
information on them either. If you have anything to 
contribute, please get in touch with us. 
 
2108-2 Submitted by Chris Havnar 
(chris.havnar@gmail.com) 
 Chris had an obituary for Suzanne Meier of Waitsfield, 
VT, who d. March 29, 2021, originally from Halifax, Nova 

Scotia. The obituary stated that Suzanne was b. in 1942 in 
Halifax, the daughter of Douglas and Margaret Seely; she 
was preceded in death by her brother Stephen and had 
three children by her first husband, Sidney Oland: Linda, 
Victor, and Heather. What is Douglas Seely’s ancestry? 
 SGS Response: Searching on Ancestry did not turn 
up Douglas, so I turned to Google, looking for an obituary 
for a Douglas Seely in Halifax. That led me to the obituary 
of his wife, Margaret, on the SGS Website (of course!), 
which named her husband as H. Douglas Seely and her 
maiden name as Mussett. That still did not help me on 
Ancestry. I have a copy of The Seelys of New Brunswick, 
compiled by Harold Fanjoy and C. G. “Hap” Ward in 1992, 
so I tried the index. Margaret was married to Hial Douglas 
Seely. He is in the SGS Ancestor File as an 11

th
-

generation descendant of Obadiah. His line is Hial, 
Douglas, Donald John Underhay, Jacob Jerome, Robert 
(SGS# 3233), Jerome, Seth, Obadiah, Obadiah, Obadiah, 
Obadiah. I did not find an obituary for Hial Douglas Seely 
nor for Suzanne’s brother Stephen Seely, both of Halifax 
according to Margaret’s obituary. If you find one, please 
send it to Chris to add to our Website and Ancestral File. 
 
2108-3 Submitted by Douglas Drake 
(capndrakeyankee@konacondo.biz) 
 Douglas asked why SGS does not have Nathaniel 
Seeley’s grave marked at Smith’s Castle. 
 SGS Response: According to Wikipedia, Smith’s 
Castle, located near Warwick, RI, is one of the oldest 
houses in the state. It was designated a National Historic 
Landmark in 1993 as Cocumscussoc Archeological Site, 
due to the artifacts and information digs in the vicinity. It 
was built in 1678 to replace an earlier structure destroyed 
by the Narrangansett Tribe during King Philip’s War. 
Approximately forty soldiers were buried on the property, 
including Nathaniel Seeley, SGS#2, son of Robert. You 
can read more about Smith’s Castle at 
www.smithscastle.org. 

 I asked Douglas if those in charge of Smith’s Castle 
were interested in having individual markers. He 
responded that one officer had a marker and that he had 
written them and received the following response: 

Good morning Mr. Drake, 
 I apologize for not writing sooner, but I wanted to 

Photo by Mlanni98 - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=77139109 

mailto:chris.havnar@gmail.com
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review your letter with the Board of Trustees before I 
responded to your letter. 
 The grave marker of the forty men who died from 
injuries during the Great Swamp Fight was placed on 
the grounds by the state of Rhode Island in 1907. The 
latter marker you referred to is that of John Gallup 
which was placed by the family there with permission 
from the board in 1969. Since that time the historic 
house and property have come under the purview of 
the Rhode Island Historic Preservation Commission, 
and any changes or additions to the property must be 
approved by them.  
 As such, we currently have no plans to add to the 
Colonial Soldiers monument. 
 I have written to the Society of Colonial Wars 
which now helps us to maintain the area and 
suggested that an annual ceremony with the reading of 
the names of those killed might be a possible solution 
for descendants and veterans like yourself to 
commemorate the lives of those men. I will follow up 
with you and let you know if such a ceremony could 
take place. It would then be filmed, and copies sent out 
to interested parties. 

  All the best, Bob Geake, President, 
  Cocumscussoc Association 
 Conclusion: It does not sound likely that individual 
markers would be approved, but I am sure we would be 
interested in an annual ceremony and perhaps a video we 
could share at an SGS membership meeting and/or on our 
Website. Thank-you to Douglas for bringing this to our 
attention. 
 
2108-4 Submitted by Chris Havnar 
(chris.havnar@gmail.com) 
 Chris has found obituaries and other records for 
several descendants of a John J Seeley, b. 1864 in Ireland. 
He was already in the SGS Ancestral File with his family, 
since they appear in the 1900 US census, and one of our 
early database people had entered many people from that 
census. However, Chris had not been able to go further 
back. 
1900 Census: Joliet, Will, IL 
⚫ Seeley, John J.   b. Oct 1864  IRE, IRE, IRE, to US in 

1889, naturalized, carpenter, md. 15 yrs. to 
⚫ Seeley, Ann  b. Dec 1864, IRE, IRE, IRE, 8 ch., 8 

living, to US in 1889  
⚫ Seeley, Thomas, b. Dec 1885; Richard, b. Mar 1887; 

Martin, b. Dec 1890, all b. IRE, IRE, IRE  
⚫ Seeley, Katie, b. Dec 9, 1890; May, b. Nov 7, 1892; 

Anna Seeley b. Dec 1894; Johnie b. April 1897; Willie 
b. Nov 1898, all b. IL, IRE, IRE 

 SGS Response: Findagrave has John listed as John 
Joseph Seeley, b. Jan 15, 1863 in County Tipperary, 
Ireland, to Richard Sealy. John d. Mar 11, 1932 in Joliet, 
Will, IL. John is bd. in Mt Olivet Cemetery in Joliet. The site 
also lists his wife, Anna Walsh (1864-1924), and eleven 
children (three were born after 1900). It also shows his 
obituary (below) as well as those of four of his children. 
 Findagrave says that Anna married John on Sep 25, 
1884, at Gathabawn, County Kilkenny, Ireland. 
There is also an entry in Findagrave for John’s brother 
William, which names his parents as Richard (1830-1913) 

and Catherine Berry (1832-1902) of Garrynamann, County 
Kilkenny, Ireland. The other siblings of John and William 
listed include Ellen Seeley Lockwood (1867-1931), Richard 
(1874-1950), and Edward (1880-1933). They all lived in 
Joliet at some point, although Edward returned to Ireland 
and d. there and Richard d. in Sarasota, FL Their father 
Richard d. in in the Dingle Union Workhouse in County 
Kerry, Ireland, Mar 29, 1913 and is bd. there.  
 Conclusion: You can go to the Findagrave website for 
more information on this Irish Seeley/Sealy family and their 
descendants.  

CONTINUED From Page 13: SGS Queries 

meeting minutes from the preceding two years, a listing 

and overview of the previous 18 reunions and much 

more. The book is really a compendium of what 

happened with the society during the two years since the 

last membership meeting and culminates with elements 

from the most recent reunion. The book is complete and 

we are waiting on a final estimate from the printer to set a 

price. Once we have that, you’ll be notified via email how 

much it will cost to obtain your copy of this valuable, 

information product.  

 We hope to see all of you in St. Louis in 2023 for the 

next Membership Meeting and Reunion. We also hope 

that you will find ways to share your time and talents 

with the Society. Please get in touch with any SGS officer 

to express your desire to serve SGS.  

CONTINUED From Page 2: President’s Report 

next Reunion, for which the theme will be “Meet Me in 

St. Louis in 2023.” At the conclusion of Stephanie’s 

presentation, Lou Ann Crisler sang another song, “Meet 

Me in St. Louis, Seeleys,” to tantalize members for the 

next Reunion. 

 The virtual SGS 2021 Membership Meeting and 

Reunion then officially ended, though some members 

stayed tuned in for a brief question-and-answer period 

afterwards. We hope you will join us in St. Louis in 2023. 

CONTINUED From Page 5: Reunion Highlights 
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SGS is a Title 501(c)(3) Organization. All Donations are Tax Deductible. 

President 
  

  Lynda Simmons 
  3330 W Signal Peak Dr. 

RP103 
  Taylorsville, UT 84129 
   (435) 649-9878   
  cell (801) 910-0300 
 summitkids@gmail.com 
 
 

1st Vice President & Pubs Editor 
   

  Paul Taylor 
  705 Redgate Lane 
  Woodbridge, VA  22191 
  (757) 759-9551 
  paul.taylor.va@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

2nd Vice President 
   

  Jesse S. Crisler 
  2221 West 850 North 
  Provo, UT  84601 
  (801) 375-8004 
  jessecrisler3@gmail.com  
 
 
 

Secretary 
   

  Patricia Brooks Palmer 
  150 Luxorwind Drive 
  Garner, NC  27529 
  916-730-6228 
  palmnet@aol.com 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer 
   

  Margaret Petersen 
  2728 S. Highland Drive #4 
  Salt Lake City, UT 84106 
  (801) 466-3671 
  kpetersen7835@msn.com 
 
 
 
 

Chief Genealogist 
   

  Linda L Crocker 
  61 Ronald Reagan Drive, 

Westwood, 
  Parkersburg, WV 26101  
  (304) 210-5591 
  llbc100@msn.com 
 
 

SGS Director & Seelye 
Research Center 
Director 

   

  Terry Tietjens 
  P.O. Box 337, 1105 N. 

Buckeye 
  Abilene, KS  67410 
  (785) 263-1084 
  seelyemansion@yahoo.com  
 

SGS Director 
   

  Wesley Waring 
  16179 89th Ave. N. 
  Maple Grove, MN  55311 
  (763) 494-3277 
  wesleyawaring@cs.com 
 
 
 
 

SGS Director & Historian 
   

  Ruthetta Seelye Hansen 
  1129 S County Line 
  McCracken, KS  67556 
  (785) 394-2316 
  rhansen@gbta.net 
 
 
 
 

SGS Constitution, Art IV, Sect. 1: The elected officers of the Society shall be a President, First Vice-President, Second Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Chief Genealogist, and three Directors elected from the general membership.  
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National Research Center.” SGS By-Laws, Art. III, Section 9: “The immediate past President shall 
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Assistant Membership Chair 
 

  Shanna Besendorfer 
  1448 E 700 S St  
  Provo, UT  84606 
  (801) 691-6750  
  shanna.besendorfer@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

Seelye Research Center  Librarian 
& SGS  
CD-ROM Manager 

   

  Pamela D. Turner 
  1935 Okeechobee Drive 
  Colorado Springs, CO 80915 
  Cello_t@comcast.net 
  (underscore between o and t)  
 
 

DNA Lineage Project Manager 
 

  Kara L. Seelye Donaldson  
  9704 Vineyard Court 
  Boca Raton, FL 33428 
  (954) 913-9641 
  kara@familyloomgenealogy.com   

SGS Standing Committees 
 

SGS welcomes you to take a more active role 
in the Society. Consider serving in an elected 
or appointed position, or join one of our 
committees dedicated to improving the society 
and serving its members. Contact Lynda 
Simmons for more information. 
 

⚫ Nominating Committee:   
Not a permanent committee. The 
president shall appoint a nominating 
committee one year in advance of the 
reunion, as per the SGS Constitution.  
  

⚫ Auditing Committee:   
Not a permanent committee.  Appointed 
by the president every two years to audit 
financial records and activities of SGS.  
 

⚫ Awards and Recognition Committee:   
Seeks opportunities to recognize the 
work and achievements of the society 
and its members.  
 

⚫ SGS Research Committee:   
Conducts and arranges for genealogical 
research on behalf of the society. 
 

⚫ DNA Research Committee:   
Manages the SGS DNA lineage project 
and works with the above committee to 
research and share information about the 
use of DNA in genealogy. 
   

⚫ Publications/Communication 
Committee: Oversees the publishing of 
the SGS Newsletter, Reunion Souvenir 
Book, and other publications. 

 

⚫ SGS Website Redesign Committee:   
Oversees the website redesign. 
 

⚫ 2023 Meeting/Reunion Committee:   
Arranges the upcoming SGS reunion 
which will be held in St. Louis, MO. 

Past President & Acting 
Parliamentarian 

   

  Katherine M. Olsen 
  2708 South Highland Drive 

#5  
  Salt Lake City, UT 84106 
  (801) 355-0301 
  katherinemolsen@gmail.com 
 
 

Webmaster, SGS Ancestor File,  
Assistant Genealogist  
 
 

  Chris Havnar 
  625 Canyon Dr. 
  Pacifica, CA  94044 
  650-784-8190 
  chris.havnar@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Membership Chair 
 

  Connie Birth 
  5103 Poole Lane 
  Spencer, OK  73084  
  (405) 771-2290 
  clbirth@sbcglobal.net 
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SGS Elected Officers & Board of Directors for 2019 - 2021 
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Seeley Genealogical Society 

Membership Application 
  

AND 
 

Product Order Form 
  

FULL NAME: SPOUSE’S NAME: 

ADDRESS: CITY: STATE: ZIP+4: 

HOME TELEPHONE: CELL PHONE: 

EMAIL ADDRESS: SPOUSE EMAIL ADDRESS: 

I AM A DESCENDANT OF:  

  ❑  ROBERT SEELEY (1602-1667)   ❑  OBADIAH SEELEY (1614-1657)   ❑  OTHER_________________________   ❑  UNKNOWN   

  I AM WILLING TO SHARE INFORMATION ON MY SEELEY FAMILY LINE WITH SGS                                           ❑  YES    ❑  NO 

Alternate Contact Data In Case Member Moves Or Becomes Unreachable 

FULL NAME: RELATIONSHIP: 

TELEPHONE: EMAIL ADDRESS: 

Seeley Genealogical Society Services And Products 

ONE YEAR MEMBERSHIP $10.00 US 
QUANTITY: SUBTOTAL: 

TWO YEARS MEMBERSHIP $18.00 US 
QUANTITY: SUBTOTAL: 

THREE YEARS MEMBERSHIP $25.00 US 
QUANTITY: SUBTOTAL: 

FIVE YEARS MEMBERSHIP $36.00 US 
QUANTITY: SUBTOTAL: 

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP $125.00 US 
QUANTITY: SUBTOTAL: 

RECEIVE NEWSLETTER FREE BY EMAIL (WITH SGS  MEMBERSHIP) ❑  YES    ❑  NO 
QUANTITY: SUBTOTAL: 

RECEIVE PRINTED NEWSLETTER BY MAIL (WITH SGS  MEMBERSHIP) $12.00 US/YEAR 
QUANTITY: SUBTOTAL: 

THE SGS CD-ROM – REVISED SEPTEMBER 2019 THAT INCLUDES: 
⚫ SGS Publications by Madeline Mills and Katherine Olsen (corrections included). 

 The Descendants of Robert Seeley (1602-1667) and Obadiah Seeley (1614-
1657), Generations One through Five 

 The Sixth Generation Families: Descendants of Robert Seeley (1602-1667) 
and Obadiah Seeley (1614-1657) 

 The Seventh Generation Families: Descendants of Robert Seeley (1602-
1667) and Obadiah Seeley (1614-1657), 2019 Edition 

⚫ SGS Funded Research Reports including those by Fred C. Hart, Jr. CG; Alan 
Phipps, MA, AG, Clifford L. Stott, CG, and Apryl Cox, AG 

⚫ SGS Newsletters (includes all issues from 1965-2014, in PDF format and 
searchable text format. Also includes searchable indexes of all articles through 
2006 

$15.00 US QUANTITY: SUBTOTAL: 

Print:  The Descendants of Robert Seeley (1602-1667) and Obadiah Seeley 
(1614-1657), Generations One through Five, 1997 Edition 

$17.00 US QUANTITY: SUBTOTAL: 

Print:  The Sixth Generation Families: Descendants of Robert Seeley (1602-
1667) and Obadiah Seeley (1614-1657), 2021 Edition  

$35.00 US QUANTITY: SUBTOTAL: 

Print:  The Seventh Generation Families: Descendants of Robert Seeley (1602
-1667) and Obadiah Seeley (1617-1657), 2019 Edition 

$35.00 US QUANTITY: SUBTOTAL: 

2019 SGS International Reunion Souvenir Book (Unavailable) $35.00 US 
QUANTITY: SUBTOTAL: 

SGS 50th Anniversary T-Shirts:   M____        XL____ $12.00 US 
QUANTITY: SUBTOTAL: 

SGS 50th Anniversary T-Shirt:    2XL____ $14.00 US 
QUANTITY: SUBTOTAL: 

Tax Free Donation to SGS, a 501(c)(3) Organization   SUBTOTAL: 

    
TOTAL:  

PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM (WITH CHECK PAYABLE TO SGS) TO:  
MARGARET PETERSEN, SGS TREASURER, 2728 S. HIGHLAND DRIVE #4, SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84106 

DATE: 


